
Marijuana Impact: Hampton Roads 



Interdiction 

• There has been an increase in marijuana 
seizures through private carriers in the past 
three years since the decriminalization of 
marijuana in other states.   

• Gateway drug? 

• New Uses and stronger THC 

– Honey Oil, wax, ear wax etc.. 

 



Interdiction 
• In 2015— 185,691 grams seized or 409lbs 

– 2013– 85,977g or 189.5lbs 

– 2014– 75,736g or 167lbs 

– Shift has gone from source areas in the SW to 
Colorado, Oregon and Washington. 

– Smaller amounts 5lbs or less staying under the 
transportation code. (18.2-248.01) 

– More “medical” deliveries/excuses than before 

• Medical cards issued from: CO, CA 

 



 

 





The New High 

• Now that marijuana is de-criminalized in CO 
the new trend is to get the strongest or 
highest THC content possible. 

• 60’s and 70’s 1-4% THC level normal…now 
13% is normal but the best is averaging 25% 
and some 37% THC content. 

• Honey Oil: Butane Hash Oil method 
– Leaching the oil from marijuana 

– Purity can be 70%-90% pure 

– Hallucination concerns and other health issues. 



Butane Extraction 



Colorado 
• Several issues have plagued the state since 

decriminalization 
– Black market still makes up 40% of sales 

– Taxes/banking industry 

– Edibles and their regulation 

– Schools 
• Kids have little to no concern for marijuana in schools 

• Calls to Poison control have gone up in CO and WA 

• CO: 2014’– 151 2013’—88 2012’—66 

• WA: 2014’– 246 2013’– 158 

• Both states report doubling their call for children under 12. 
– WA– 48 under age 12 CO: 45 under age 8  

– Edibles are the largest contributor for children's calls to Poison 
Control. 

 



Colorado cont… 
• Prior to legalization there were 106k medical 

marijuana license in 2012 and jumped to 115k in 
2014. 94% of those are issued for “SEVERE PAIN” 
and they cannot be objectively verified 

• Parents have children believing it’s not an issue 
and some children are getting it from parents. 

• CO has only raised approximately 1/3 of the tax 
revenue to originally projected. 

• Gov. Hickenlooper: if your planning on legalizing 
do not do it, more research needs to be done. 

• Surrounding states are suing do to “direct and 
significant harm” 



Sources 
• Erowid.org– “Mobius”  ‘essentially making a 

pipe bomb’ 

• Cannibusculture.com-- “hash oil explosions” 
by Rev. Damuzi 2004 

• Wired.com– “How hash oil is blowing up 
across the U.S., literally” by Allison Hallett 

• CNBC– “Marijuana Edibles” by Wally Griffith 

 “Underground Weed” by Deborah Canniel 

 

The marijuana cultures push to legalize it’s consumption is by far out pacing the 
legitimate medical concerns of society. With every effort there are those that choose to 
abuse the “understanding” and create an issue which wasn’t known before. 



Resources cont… 

• Reason.com 

– This is what legalizing marijuana did to the black 
market in CO by Jacob Sullivan 

CNN– Kevin A. Sabet director of Smart Approaches 
to Marijuana 

Drugfree.org 

Rocky Mountain Poison Control 

Washington Poison Control 

 


